Fall 2026 NMSU Jazz Auditions

Ensemble Information:

e NMSU Jazz Ensembles (MUSC 363 and 2130) are directed by Drs. Jacob Dalager and
Steven Smyth. Jazz I rehearses MWF 2:30-3:20pm; Jazz II rehearses MWF 1:30-2:20pm.

e Jazz I students must pass regular playing tests and complete a transcription project.
Saxophones will be required to double on other woodwinds.

Audition Information

Monday, August 17, 2026, in MC 204
e Trumpets: 9-10:30am
e Trombones: 10:30-12pm
e Saxophones: 2-3:30pm
e Rhythm Section and all other instruments: 3:30-5pm

Audition Materials:

1. Chromatic scale from lowest to highest possible note of your range
2. Channel One Suite by Bill Reddie (as performed by the Buddy Rich Big Band)

e Attached below

e Prepare the entire piece

e Reference recording: https://youtu.be/SB3mI6IMpuw?si=400U7BY69mo 1-u4
3. Optional but encouraged

e Improvise on a Blues or Jazz Standard of your choice
4. Sight-reading
Tips:

e Brass, play 1* unless it goes out of your range; in which case, pick a part that fits your
range comfortably
e Altos and Tenors, play 1* part
e Saxophones may play doubling parts on their saxophones if they do not have access to
flute or clarinet
e Listen, listen, listen to recordings of the audition materials
e Prioritize style and rhythm
e For improvisation:
o Backing tracks are available on YouTube or you can play with iRealPro
o Keep the melody in mind at all times
o Practice moving through the chord changes with guide tones
o Arpeggiate the chords to learn the harmony
o Keep it simple but rhythmic
Contact Dr. Jacob Dalager <jdalager@nmsu.edu> and/or Dr. Steven Smyth
<ssmyth@nmsu.edu> with any questions.


https://youtu.be/SB3mI6lMpuw?si=4O0U7BY69mo_1-u4
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